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PNGRB constitutes high-level expert
panel to review extant of safety framework

The commillee will examine existing regulalory regime & sugeest a way
forward o strengthen technical & safely svstem in Oil & Gas industry

NEW DELHI: PNGRB desires
to effectively implement the
mandate provided as per Sec-
tion 11(i) of the PNGRB Act,
2006 and ensure compliance
to various regulations for safety
and integrity of oil and Gas
Sector in the country.

With a view to obtain guid-
ance from industry and experts,
PNGRB has constituted a
High-Level Expert Commit-
tee vide office order dated
November 24, 2023 consisting
of the following members: 1. M
B Lal (Former CMD-HPCL)
Chairman; 2. Mukesh Rohatgi

The constituted
committee has
already convened
the meetings & is
in process to take
forward the task

(Former CMD- EIL) Member;
3. K K Jha (Former Member-
PNGRB & Former Director
(Pipeline)- I0CL) Member;
4. R D Goyal (Former Direc-
tor (Project)- GAIL) Member;
5. Hirak Dutta (Former ED-

QISD) Member; 6. Anil Kumar
Garg (Joint Advisor (Technical)
-PNGRB) Convener.

As mandated to PNGRB i.e.
to ensure safety and integrity
of downstream petroleum and
natural gas sector, the commit-
tee will interact and seek the
views of various stakeholders
during review of the extant of
safety framework. The com-
mittee will examine the existing
regulatory regime and suggest a
way forward to strengthen the
technical and safety system in
the Oil and Gas industry.

The constituted committee

has already convened the meet-
ings and is in process to take
forward the task.

As per section 11(i) of the
PNGRB Act, 2006 the func-
tions of the Board include to
“lay down, by regulations, the
technical standards and speci-
fications including safety stan-
dards in activities relating to
petroleum, petroleum prod-
ucts, and natural gas, including
the construction and operation
of pipeline and infrastructure
projects related to downstream
petroleum and natural gas
sector”. MPOST
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PNGRB gives
nod to initiate
bidding to
develop 325 km
oas pipeline
in J&K

NEW DELHI: The Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Regu-
latory Board (PNGRB) in its
130th Board meeting held
on December 27, 2023 has
granted approval for initiation
of the bidding process for the
development of a crucial 325
kms natural gas pipeline from
Jammu to Srinagar.

This significant project aims
to introduce the use of gas and
contribute to the sustainable
development of the Kashmir
Valley. It isa significant move to
deliver this environmental fuel
in a cost effective manner across
the mountaineer region of the
UT of Jammu and Srinagar.

The proposed natural gas
pipeline from Jammu to Sri-
nagar is a key initiative in the
expansion of clean energy
infrastructure in the region.
As part of the broader effort
to promote the use of natural
gas, this project complements
the ongoing development of
the natural gas pipeline from
Gurudaspur to Jammu being
implemented by GAIL (India)
Limited.

The pipeline will facilitate
the supply of clean and envi-
ronmentally friendly natural
gas to the picturesque Kash-
mir Valley. This transition to
cleaner energy sources aligns
with the national commitment
to reducing carbon emissions
and promoting sustainable
development. MPOST
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New panel to seek oil
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he petroleum and natural
T gas regulatory board

(PNGRDB) hassaid that the
government will seek views
from several stakeholders to
reviewthecurrent safety frame-
work in the downstream petro-
leum and natural gas sector. A
newly formed, six-member,
high-level expert

& gas safety inputs

framework,” the regulatorsaid
inastatement. Itadded thatthe
committee has already con-
vened meetings and would take
the process forward.

Other members of the com-
mittee, which wasformed on 24
November 2023, include
Mukesh Rohatgi, former CMD,
Engineers India Limited; K. K.
Jha, formerdirector of pipeline,
Indian Oil Corporation Limited;
R.D. Goyal, former director,

yAlIL India Pvt Ltd; Hirak Dutta,
former member,

committee Thestakeholders oilindustrysafety
heu(leclb.y former are likely to dirf-zc.t_orate: and
Ikgn%]; (}hnélua;tzm comprise oil and f%n.ll tlr'xumﬁ' (.}arg,
e o o H . oimn Aalvisor,
ration Ltd) Ci"i}l)i(lj“ gas f"‘m-s' Cl.t yERS JPNGRBA
. distribution sl
man & managing I'he statement
director, M.B. Lal, operators, OMCs noted that as per
will interact with among others section 11() of the
the stakeholders PNGRB Act,

for theirviews.

The stakeholders are likely
to compriseoiland gascompa-
nies, oil marketing companies
(OMCs) and city gas distribu-
tion operators, among others.

“Asmandatedto PNGRBi.e.
toensure safety and integrity of
sector, the committee will
interact and seek the views of
various stakeholders during
review of the extant safety

2006, the func-
tionsofthe board includeto “lay
down, byregulations, thetech-
nical standards and specifica-
tions including safety standards
in activities relating to petro-
leum, petroleum products, and
natural gas, including the con-
struction and operation of pipe-
lineand infrastructure projects
related to downstream petro-
leum and natural gassector”,
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