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GAIL hosts
cyclothon in
Bengaluru

NT Correspondent

BENGALURU

GAIL (India) Limited
organised a Cyclothon
at Sahakar Nagar play-
ground as part of its Sak-
sham 2024-25 initiative,
reinforcing its commit-
ment to sustainability
and environmental re-
sponsibility.

The event, themed
"Cleaner Environment
through Green and Clean
Energy,"” encouraged eco-
friendly practices and
highlighted the impor-
tance of clean energy so-
lutions.

Around 100 partici-
pants, including GAIL
employees and their
families, took part in the
Cyclothon, reflecting the
company’s  dedication
to promoting both envi-
ronmental consciousness
and personal wellness.
The event aimed to raise
awareness about the role
of green energy in miti-
gating climate change.
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Natural gas import bill jumps

ARUNIMA BHARADWA)
MNew Delhi, February 24

INDIA'S NATURAL GAS import hill
surged 17.2% to $12.9 billion dur-
ing April-January of the current fis-
cal,compared to $11.0billioninthe
same period last year, driven by ris-
ing consumption,accordingtodata
from the Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC). In January
alone, the import bill increa sed by
8.3% onyear to$ 1.3 billion.

The country imported 31,347
million standard cubic meters
(mmscm) of liquefied natural gas
(LNG)inthefirstten monthsofFY25,
marking a 21% increase over the
same period in FY24. Analystsatirib-
uted this growth to rising demand
and stabilized global natural gas
prices,which had surged to record
highsinFY23.

India's natural gas consumption
rose 10%to 61,282 mmscm, driven
by higher demand from the city gas
distribution (CGD), fertiliser and
power sectors. This increased the
country’sreliance onimported gasto
51.2%, up from 46.5% in the same
period last fiscal.

Despite the surge in imports,
domesticnatural gas production saw
only amarginal 2.6% increase dur-
ing April-January. State-owned Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation(ONGC)
produced 15,763 m mscmof natural
gas during this period,down from
16,189mmscm last year, Production
remained below targets, widening
the gap between demand and
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domestic supply.

India's LNGimportsareexpected
to moderate in 2025, with growth
projected to slowto 10%0,downfrom
21%in 2024, according tothe Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA). The
slowdown is attributed to tempered
demand growth and continued
global competition for LNG cargoes.

The [EAforecasts an 8% increase
in India’s natural gas demand in
2025 (equivalent to an additional 6
billion cubic meters), supported by
expanding energy needs and rapid
economic growth.

In2024, Indiabecame theworld’s
fourth-largest LNG importer,
accounting for 7% of global LNG
imports. This growth was primarily
driven by the industrial and oil refin-
ing sectors, followed by residential,
commercial,and transportsectors.
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India's LNG imports increased
throughout 2024, supported by
lower prices. According to the
agency,LNG cargoes tendered for
delivery in India (including sup-
plier offers and user invitations)
rose 70% year-on-year.

The IEA expects a shift in global
LNG market dynamics in 2025 as
new liquefaction projects ramp up
and pipeline supply risks in Europe
drive renewed LNG import growth
intheregion.

Meanwhile, several Indianoiland
gas majors are securing more crude
oiland LNGfrom the US. Reports sug-
gest Indian Oil, the country’s largest
oil marketing company, is in talks
withCheniere Energyfora long-term
LNG supply pact, while GAIL India
has revived planstoacquireastakein
als liquefaction facility.
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