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‘Biden to ban new oil
drilling over vast areas of
US Atlantic, Pacific waters’

REUTERS
BENGALURL, JANUARY 4

USPRESIDENT Joe Biden is setto
ban new offshoreoil and gasde-
velopment across 625 million
acres (250 million hectares) of
US coastal territory, Bloomberg
News reported on Friday,

Theban, to be announced on
Monday, rules out the sale of
drilling rights in stretches of the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans and
the eastern Gulf of Mexico, said
the report, citing unidentified
people familiar with the matter.

Biden is leaving the possibil-
ity open for new oil and natural
gas leasing in the central and
western areas of the Gulf of
Mexico, which account for
around 14 per cent of the na-
tion's production of these fuels,
the report said,

TheWhite Housedid notim-
mediately respond to a Reuters
request for comment outside of
business hours,

The ban would solidify
Biden's legacy onaddressing cli-
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US President Joe Biden at the White Houseon January 2. Fle

mate change and his goal to de-
carbonise the US economy by
2050,

The New York Times reported
thatasection of the law Biden's
decision relies on, the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act,
gives a president wide leewayto
bar drilling and does notinclude
language that would allow
President-elect Donald Trumpor
other future presidents to revoke
the ban.

Biden, Trump and Trump's
predecessor, Barack Obama, all
used the law to ban sales of off-
shore drilling rights in some
coastal areas,

Trump tried in 2017 to re-
verse Arctic and Atlantic Ocean
withdrawals Obama had made
at the end of his presidency, but
afederal judge ruledin2019that
the law does not give presidents
the legal authority to overturn
prior bans.
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Biden to Ban New Oil Drilling

over ast Stretches of US Waters

The Preslent is leaving the possibility open for new oil and natural gas

leasing in the central and western areas of the Gulf of Mexico Reuters

President Joe Biden is set to ban new
offshore oil and gas development
across 625 million acres (250 million
hectares) of US coastal territory,
Bloomberg News reported Friday.

The ban, to be announced on Mon-
day, rules out the sale of drilling
rights in stretches of the Aflantic
and Pacific oceans and the eastern
Gulf of Mexico, said the report, ci-
ting unidentified people familiar
with thematter.

The President is leaving the possi-
bility open for new oil and natural
gas leasing in the central and wes-
tern areas of the Gulf of Mexico,
which account for around 14% of the
nation’s production of these fuels,
thereportsaid. The White Housedid
not immediately respond to a Reu-
ters request for comment outside of
business hours.

The ban would solidify Biden's le-

gacy on addressing climate change
and his goal to decarbonize the US
economy by 2050.

The New York Times reported that
a section of the law Biden’s decision
relies on, the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act, gives a president
wide leeway to bar drilling and does
not include language that would al-
low President-elect Donald Trump
or other future presidents to revoke
theban.

Biden, Trump and Trump's prede-
cessor, Barack Obama, all used the
law to ban sales of offshore drilling
rights in some coastal areas.

Trump tried in 2017 to reverse Arc-
tic and Atlantic Ocean withdrawals
Obama had made at the end of his
presidency, but a federal judge ruled
in 2019 that the law does not give pre-
sidents the legal authority to over-
turn prior bans. Reuters
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India is ahead of other countries
in green hydrogen sector: Joshi

‘Further, the work of offshore wind power projects is
underway and tenders have been invited in Gujarat’

KHANDWA (MP): Union
Minister of New and Renew-
able Energy Pralhad Joshi on
Saturday said India is ahead of
other countries in the field of
green hydrogen.

The Union government has
floated a tender for the world’s
largest green ammonia demon-
stration project, he said during
avisit to a floating solar plant in
the Omkareshwar Dam in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Khandwa district.

Further, the work of offshore
wind power projects is under-
way and tenders have been
invited in Gujarat, the minis-
ter told reporters.

“When we talk about off-
shore wind power, it means
installing windmills in the sea,
which requires development
and upgradation of ports and
transmission infrastructure.
Along with this, work on geo-
thermal (power) is also under-
way, though it is at the primary
stage,” Joshi said.
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Union Minister of New and
Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi
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A revolution is taking place
in the field of solar energy, and
India is becoming the world
leader in renewable energy,

he said. “India is ahead in the
field of green hydrogen, com-
Earcd to other countries. We
ave floated a tender for green
ammonia which is the world’s
biggest (project),” he said.

The solar plant in Omk-
areshwar Dam is one of its kind
and produces 278 megawatts of
power, the minister noted.

“This plant is providing
electricity to Delhi Metro. Iam
thinking about how can we do
this in other parts of the country
where there is potential. There is
potential of 90 gigawatts power
generation but very little has
been done,” he said.

Officials and leaders from
other states and energy experts,
especially from regions where
there are large dams, should
come here and see this project
to replicate it elsewhere so that
the target of 500 gigawatts (of
non-fossil energy) by 2030 and
1800 gigawatt by 2047 could be
achieved, the minister said. 1l
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Shell Group seeks
CClInodfor Raj
Petro Specialities
acquisition

Our Bureau
Mew Delhi

Global energy conglomerate
Shell Group has sought the
CCTI’s approval for its pro-
posed acquisition of Raj
Petro Specialities Pvt Ltd.

Involving Shell Deutsch-
land GmbH and Shell Over-
seas Investments B.V. ac-
quiring 100 per cent equity in
Raj Petro, the deal aims to
enhance operational effi-
ciency and improve cus-
tomer offerings.
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