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Centre charting
-yr road map for
ethanol blending

Panel to submit report on taking blending beyond 20%

PUJADAS
New Delhi, 6 February

ith a 20 per cent
; " ; blending target in its
grasp, the Central

government is now charting a
five-year road map to further
ramp up the share of ethanol
blending in petrol, as partofits
efforts to reduce dependence
on foreign oil and cut the
import bill.

As part of the plan, a com-
mittee, consisting of officials
from petroleum and natural
gas, road transport and high-
ways, heavy industries min-
istries, food and public distri-
bution department and Niti
Aayog, has already been set up
and it is likely to submit a
report by March, according to
multiple officials.

“The committee has had
five meetings, another two-
three are expected this month.
Once the consultation on the
feasibility of the next set of tar-
getsis done, we will submit the
report to the government by
March,” an official said.

The committee has not
come up with ethanol blended
with petrol (EBP) targets for the
next five years yet as the con-
sultation is ongoing, the other
official informed.

However, another official
said that the target for the next
five years could be 25 per cent.
Additionally, India is in talks
with Brazil to seek technical
guidance for the plan, the sec-
ond official said, clarifying that
India’s ultimate goal is not to
reach E100 (just ethanol, no
blending with petrol).

Queries sent to ministries
and departments mentioned
above and to the oil marketing
companies (OMCs) did not elic-
it any response till press time.

As per the roadmap for
ethanol blending in India
2020-25 by Niti Aayog, the pro-
jected requirement of ethanol
for blending in petrol is 1016
crore litre by 2025-26.

Ethanol is one of the pri-
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mary biofuels, naturally pro-
duced domestically through
the fermentation of sugar by
yeasts or through petrochemi-
cal processes like ethylene
hydration. Considering India’s
rising energy demand, driven
by factors such as a growing
economy, an expanding popu-
lation, increasing urbanisation,
and evolving lifestyles, ethanol
plays a critical role.

As of March 2024, around
98 per cent of the fuel used in
the road transportation sector
comes from fossil fuels, while
only 2 per cent is met by biofu-
els like ethanol. Aimed at
enhancing energy security,
combating climate change,
and boosting the rural econo-
my, the government set a tar-
get of 20 per cent ethanol
blending in petrol or E20 fuel
by 2030 under the EBP
Programme, which was later
advanced to 2025.

The blending capacity until
January-end on a cumulative
basis was 17.4 per cent and by
December-end it was 18.8 per
cent. However, the blending
average is 16 per cent at pres-
ent, according to government
officials and industry players.

“It will take another one
and half years to achieve E20.
By October (end of Ethanol
Supply Year [ESY] 2024-25), we
aim toreach 18 per cent and 20
per cent over the next ESY,”
one of the officials said,

TAKING STOCK

M Govtaimsto achieve E20 by
ethanol supply year2025-26

B Currently, India'saverage
blending capacity of
ethanol with petrol is16%
B The blending capacity of
ethanol with petrol by
January-end was17.4%

M The projected
requirementof ethanol for
blendingin petrolis10,160
mn litre by ESY 2025-26

adding, “The target could be
25 per cent for the next five
years beginning from ESY
2026-27.” Ethanol blending by
public sector OMCs has
increased to 7,070 million litre
in ESY 2023-24 from 380 mil-
lion litre in ESY 2013-14. As of
last December, EBP by OMCs
has resulted in approximate
savings of more than ¥ 113,007
crore of foreign exchange and
crude oil substitution of about
19.3 million tonnes, according
to an official statement.

The government’s other
recent enablers include
enhancement of ethanol dis-
tillation capacity to 17,130 mil-
lion litre per annum; long term
off-take agreements to set up
dedicated ethanol plants in
ethanol deficit states; encour-
age conversion of single feed
distilleries to multi feed, avail-
ability of E100 and E20 fuel;
launch of flexi fuel vehicles etc.

“This year’s achievement of
20 per cent ethanol blending
appears feasible. As there are
responsible voices toscale it up
1025 per cent, we might be run-
ning the risk of basing the pro-
gramme substantially on sub-
sidised rice from FCI. This will
involve giving even more sub-
sidy on this account as the
commitment of 2.4 million
tonnes of subsidised rice for
ethanol already involves asub-
stantial subsidy,” said G K Sood,
a Delhi based sector expert.
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Foundation laid for North India’s first
Green Hydrogen plant in Himachal

The Chief Minister directed the officials to ensure its completion within a year

ASHWANI SHARMA

SHIMLA: In a big to switch
over to green energy, free from
carbon emissions, Himachal
Pradesh took the first move
to set up North India’s first
Green Hydrogen plant at Dab-
hota in Nalagarh in the state’s
industrial belt of Baddi-Broti-
wala and Nalagarh, bordering
Chandigarh.

Chief Minister Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu laid the founda-
tion stone for a 1 MW Green
Hydrogen Plant, an initiative
that would go a long way in
Himachal Pradesh’s effort to
become Indias first green state
by March 31, 2026.

This pioneering project
will be developed by Himachal
Pradesh Power Corporation
Limited (HPPCL) in collabora-
tion with Oil India Limited ata
cost of Rs. 9.04 crore.

The Chief Minister directed
the officials to ensure its com-
pletion within a year.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister admitted
that in the state, which has a
vast hydro-power potential
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he CM laid the foundation stone for the plant at Dabhota

MPOST

of 27,000 MW, the Dabhota
Green Hydrogen Plant marks
a major milestone in the state’s
renewable energy journey.

He said: “This initiative
is a crucial step in Himachal
Pradesh’s efforts to establish
itself as a leader in renewable
energy and sustainability. The
state is already working on add-
ing 150 MW of solar capacity,
thereby reducing greenhouse
gas emissions”

The state government also
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Qil India Limited on April 26,
2023, focusing on the devel-
opment of solar energy, green

hydrogen, geothermal energy,
and compressed biogas.

He said that follow-
ing a detailed assessment, a
4,000-square-metre land par-
cel in Dabhota was selected
for the plant. The plant will
utilise power from renewable
sources to produce hydrogen
through electrolysis, using an
alkaline potassium hydroxide
solution as an electrolyte. This
method significantly reduces
greenhouse gas emissions and
supports a cleaner energy eco-
system, he added.

Sukhu said that with a pro-
duction capacity of 423 kilo-
grams of green hydrogen per

» This pioneering project
will be developed by
HPPCL in collaboration
with Oil India Limited at
a cost of Rs 9.04 crore

» ‘This marks a milestone
in HP's renewable
energy journey’

day, the plant will require 13
litres of water per kilogram of
hydrogen, sourced from under-
ground reserves via tube wells.
The production process will
consume approximately 52.01
units of electricity per kilogram
of hydrogen.

He also highlighted the
state government’s broader
focus on green energy, includ-
ing its progress toward achiev-
ing a 500 MW solar energy
target.

Green Hydrogen plants are
facilities that produce hydro-
gen gas through the process of
electrolysis, utilising renewable
energy sources such as solar,
wind or hydroelectric power.



HINDU, Delhi,

Page No. 4, Size:(12.71)cms X (14.87)cms.

Investment proposals of
14.40 lakh cr. received
during BGBS 2025: CM

On concluding day of summit, Mamata Banerjee announces oil exploration project by ONGC in

West Bengal; Opposition parties question her numbers, with LoP calling event an ‘optical illusion’

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

est Bengal Chief
w Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee on

Thursday said investment
proposals worth ¥4.40 lakh
crore were received during
the two-day Bengal Global
Business Summit (BGBS),
2025, emphasising that the
State remains the “safest
and smartest” place to in-
vest. Opposition parties in
West Bengal questioned her
claims, with leaders of both
the Bharatiya Janata Party
and Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) calling the
event an “illusion”.

“We are extremely hap-
py to share that we have re-
ceived investment propo-
sals worth ¥4,40,595 crore
during this event,” the Chief
Minister said at the conclud-
ing session of the summit
on Thursday. She said a to-
tal of 212 memoranda of un-
derstanding and letters of
intent were signed across
various sectors, reflecting
the State’s robust invest-
ment climate. She said that

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee at the Bengal Global Business
Summit in Kolkata on Thursday. DEBASISH BHADURI

about 5,000 delegates par-
ticipated in the two-day
event including 25 ambassa-
dors and 200 foreign dele-
gates from 40 countries.
The BGBS 2025 began on
Wednesday and with top in-
dustrialists promising in-
vestments in the State and
lauding the Chief Minister
for her initiative to promote
investments. On Day 2, Ms.
Banerjee announced a sig-
nificant oil exploration pro-
ject by the ONGC in Ashok-
nagar, North 24 Parganas.
“We have given 15 acres

ofland at ¥1 to ONGC in Ash-
oknagar... we will be giving
petroleum mining leases
too. This will bring Bengal
into the petroleum map of
India,” she told the
gathering.

Throughout the summit
the Chief Minister highlight-
ed the social sector initia-
tives of her government. On
Thursday, she highlighted
the social progress made in
the State, emphasising that
her  government  has
brought 1.72 crore people
out of poverty in West Ben-

gal. She said that along with
cash incentive schemes, her
government provides cycles
and tablets to every school
student in Class IX and XI
respectively.

The Trinamool Congress
government led by Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee has
been in power in West Ben-
gal for the past 13 years and
organised eight BGBS in-
cluding the one which con-
cluded on Thursday.

‘Optical illusion’

Leader of Opposition (LoP)
and BJP MLA Suvendu Adhi-
kari said the event was
neither about business nor
about anything global. “It’s
a 2 day Optical illusion
event, consciously wrapped
up in glossy paper to hide
the industrialization
drought of WB...,” he post-
ed on X.

“If the CM is claiming
that there have been 13 lakh
crores investments in the
State in the last 10 years,
then was it invested? Who
saw it?” said BJP State gen-
eral secretary Jagannath
Chattopadhyay.

7.2.2025
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Setting up (BG plants can
cut Delhi pollution by 30%

Setting up of compressed biogas (CBG) plants, which uses paddy
straw as one of the feedstocks, could be used to reduce the
winter pollution in Delhi by about 30 per cent, a study done by
Nomura Research said. The study also mentioned thatone (BG
plant helps remove emissions equivalentto 150,000 electric cars.
"Vehicles contribute 20-30 per cent to Delhi's PM (particulate
matter) emissions...The majority is from older vehicles with the
new BS-6 compliant vehicles contributing the least. For
example, the BS-6 compliantcars added everyyearaccountfor
0.2 per centof Delhi's pollution,” itadded. BS REPORTER
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