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Fuelpumpaccuracy toimprove
asgovttightens verificationrules

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 24 May

The Centre has announced
five new categories of fuel
dispensing systems under
the ambit of Government
Approved Test Centres
(GATCs). Theseinclude dispe-
nsers for petrol and diesel,
CNG,LPG,LNG, and hydrogen.

Theinclusionof CNG, LNG
and hydrogen dispensers
comes at a time when India
is rapidly expanding infra-
structure for cleaner and
alternative fuels.

The Department of Consumer
Affairs under the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution has
amended the Legal Metrology
(Government Approved Test
Centre) Rules, 2013, expanding
the scope of verification services
for fuel dispensing systems

and strengthening Indiak legal
metrology infrastructure.

The move is expected to
enhance the availability of
verification services, improve
efficiency and support the
growing adoption of clea-
ner fuels across the country,
the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs said.

With the latest additions,
GATCs are now authorised
to verify and re-verify a total
of 23 categories of weights
and measuring instruments
under the Legal Metrology

framework. The government
has also notified verification
charges forthe newly included
dispensing systems.

Theverification fee for petrol
and diesel dispensers has
been fixed at Rs 5000 per
nozzle, while CNG,LPG, LNG
and hydrogen dispensers
will attract a verification fee
of Rs 10,000 per nozzle.

The amended rules also
empower state governments
to notify additional categories
of weights and measures that
can be verified through GATCs
based on local requirements.

Before the amendment,
GATCs were authorised to
verify 18 categories of instru-
ments, including water metres,
clinical thermometers, gas
meters, energy meters, bre-
ath analysers, weighing
instruments, flow meters, and
vehicle speed metres.
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LNG tanker exits Hormuz for India for first time since war began

ﬁ liquefied natural gas (LNG) tanker carrying a shipment for India has
exited the Strait of Hormuz, the first for the country from the Persian
Gulfsince the Iran war began months ago as the region’s exporters

discreetly supply key buyers.

Adnoc Logistics & Services's Al Hamra tanker was spotted in the last day,
loaded with a cargo and heading to India, according to ship-tracking data
compiled by Bloomberg. The vessel stopped sending a signal around 19 April,
but at that time it was empty and idling near the eastern entrance of Hormuz.

The tanker loaded a cargo at Abu Dhabi National Oil Co.’s (Adnoc) Das
Island export plant, which isin the Persian Gulfbehind Hormuz, during the
period it wasn’t sendingasignal, according to Kpler. Satellite images show
that LNG tankers have been docking at Das Island. even though no tankers
are broadcasting their positions near the plant.

Hormuz has remained virtually shutas the US and Iran struggle to reach a
peace agreement, with both sidesenforcinga de factoblockade. BLOOMBERG ~ The Strait of Hormuz has been virtually shut since the war began. reuters
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THIRD RETAIL FUEL PRICE HIKE IN 10 DAYS

Losses of OMCs narrow further

SHUBHANGI MATHUR
New Delhi, 24 May

Amid soaring energy prices, India’s oil
marketingcompanies (OMCs) raised prices
of petrol and dieselinthe country forthe
third time in nine days. Post the
hike, non-branded petrol is priced
at¥99.51 per litre in Delhi as com-
pared to ¥98.64 a litre eatliert,
while diesel costs I92.49 per litre.
Inthelastninedays, OMCs have
raised fuel prices in a staggered way
by I3 per litre on May 15, and then by 90
paise per litre on May 19. Petrol and diesel
priceswere hiked again by 87 paise perlitre
and 91 paisea litre, respectively, on May 23.
Experts said the recent back-to-back
price hikes will offer partial relief to the oil

U

marketing companies, but not a full

cushion. Even ifthe West Asiasituation sta-

bilises, it will take time for risks to fully ease

around the Strait of Hormuz, keepingcrude

prices elevated-likely above $90 per barrel,

they added. “Combined with a weaken-

ing rupee, this continues to presstire

OMC margins, and they could still

face under-recoveries. Going for-

ward, some calibrated price revi-

sions may be required. The

government will need to balance

OMC financial health against the

impact on consumers,” said Sourav Mitra,

partner, Oiland Gas, at accounting and con-
sultancy firm Grant Thornton Bharat.

The latest and the third round of petrol-

diesel price hike was accompanies by an

increase incompressed natural gas (CNG)

ratestoo. Indraprastha Gas (IGL) increased
the prices of CNG by X1 per kilogram on
Saturday, the third hike in 10 days. With
this, CNGis now priced at¥81.09 per kgin
Delhi. Prices in Noida, Greater Noida and
Ghaziabad haverisen to¥89.70 per kg.

With Administered Price mechanism
gas supplies dwindling and demand
for CNG and residential piped natural
gas rising, the system is becoming
more reliant on imported LNG, according
to experts.

“This will eventually have to be passed
on to end users with increased CNG prices
in the near term. Over time, similar input
cost pressures are also likely to be reflected
inresidential PNG prices, althoughthe pass-
through will be relatively gradual given the
sensitive nature of the sector,” Mitrasaid.
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First LNG Tanker Exits Hormuz
for India Since Iran War Began

Bloomberg

A liquefied natural gas tanker car-
rying a shipment for India has ex-
ited the Strait of Hormuz, the first
for the country from the Persian
Gulf since the Iran war began
months ago as the region’s expor-
ters discreetly supply key buyers.

Adnoc Logistics & Services’s Al
Hamra tanker was spotted in the
last day, loaded with a cargo and he-
ading to western India, according
to ship-tracking data compiled by
Bloomberg. The vessel stopped sen-
ding a signal around April 19— but
atthat time it was empty and idling
near the eastern entrance of Hor-
muz.

The tanker loaded a cargo at Abu
Dhabi National Oil Co.’s Das Island
export plant, which is in the Persi-
an Gulf behind Hormuz, during the
period it wasn’t sending a signal,
according to Kpler. Satellite images

show that LNG tankers have been

docking at Das Island, even though
no tankers are broadcasting their
positions near the plant.

Adnoc has exported two other
shipments from the Persian Gulf
on tankers that went dark when tra-
versing the waterway — one to Ja-
pan and the other to China.

Hormuz has remained virtually

shut as the US and Iran struggle to
reach a peace agreement, with both
sides enforcing a de facto blockade
on a waterway that normally hand-
lesaboutafifth of global LNG supp-
ly. Vessels continue to face security
threats, and most of the transits
through Hormuz take place with
transponders turned off to avoid
detection.

Last year, Indiareceived more than
half of its LNG from Qatar and the
UAE, but those flows have essential-
ly halted over the last few months,
ship data shows. The decline in deli-
veries has forced India to procure
more shipments from the expensive
spot market, as well as curb supplies
tosome industries.

LNG tankerslinked to Adnoc have
stopped transmitting signals aro-
und Hormuz and within the Persi-
an Gulf, ship data shows, as a safety
measure to protect the vessels and
their crew. Adnoc didn’t immedia-
tely respond to a request for com-
ment outside of regular business
hours.

While the move suggests Persian
Gulf LNG exportersarefinding wa-
ys to deliver fuel to customers, it
still represents only a fraction of
pre-war volumes, when roughly
three tankers carrying the super-
chilled fuel exited Hormuz on a dai-
ly basis.
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Govt Expands Fuel Dispenser Verification Rules

New Delhi: The consumer affairs
ministry has amended legal met-
rology rules to allow government-
approved testing centres to verify
hydrogen, LPG, LNG and CNG fu-
el dispensers, expanding the co-
untry's measurement oversight
framework as cleaner fuel adop-
tion grows.

The Ministry of Consumer Affa-
irs, Food and Public Distribution
amendedtheLegal Metrology (Go-

vernment Approved Test Centre)
Rules, 2013, bringing the total
number of instrument categories
verifiable through Government
Approved Test Centres (GATCs) to
23 from18.

Verification fees for petrol and
diesel dispensers have been set at
¥5,000 per nozzle, while CNG, LPG,
LNG and hydrogen dispensers
will attract a higher fee of 10,000
pernozzle.—PTI
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GATCs will now be allowed to verify hydrogen,
LPG, LNG and CNG fuel dispensers. HT

Govt expands fuel
dispenser testing

he consumer affairs ministry hasamended

T legal metrology rules to allow
government-approved testing centres

(GATCs) to verify hydrogen, LPG, LNGand

CNG fuel dispensers, expanding the country’s

measurement oversight framework as cleaner

fuel adoption grows.

The amended rules brings the total number of
instrument categories verifiable through
GATCsto 23 from 18. Verification fees for petrol
and diesel dispensers have been set at 35,000
per nozzle, while CNG, LPG, LNG and hydrogen
dispensers will attract a fee ofX10,000.

GATCs are approved private facilities with the
technical expertise to carry out verification and
re-verification of specified weights and
measures under the Legal Metrology Act. The
framework allows qualified private laboratories
to expand national verification capacity beyond
state government resources. PTI
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